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CITY OF TORRINGTON 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

May 15, 2018 

 

 

Present: Jay Bate, Jr., Chairman 

  Tom Telman, Member 

  William Storti, Member 

  Tomasz Kalinowski, Alternate 

   

Also Present: Rista Malanca, Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer 

 

Not Present: Christine Altman, Vice Chair 

  Jane Bakker, Member/Secretary 

  Jonathan Andrews, Member 

 

   

1. Call To Order:    

 

 Chairman Jay Bate called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.; Torrington City Hall, Room 

 218, City Hall Council Chambers, 140 Main Street,  Torrington, CT 

 

 

2. Roll Call and Announcement: 

 

 Chairman Bate announced present and serving this evening will be Commissioners Tom 

Telman, William Storti, Tomasz Kalinowski and Jay Bate.  Also present is Inland 

Wetlands Enforcement Officer Rista Malanca. 

 

 

3. Minutes for Approval: 

 

 a. 4/24/18 

 

 MOTION by Mr. Telman to approve the 4/24/18 minutes, seconded by Mr. Kalinowski,  

 unanimously carried. 

 

 

4. Old Business: 

 

a. Applicant: John Sliwa 

 Location: Timber Lake Court (Assessor Map 202 Block 002 Lot 023) 

  Activity: Phragmites Control, treat and cut within regulated area 

 

 Applicant John Sliwa appeared before the Commission and stated he would like the 

option to cut the phragmites, and/or treat them.  There is no way he will be able to 

eradicate them because the neighbor has some on his property as well.   Mr. Sliwa would 

hire someone regulated by the State of Connecticut to treat the phragmites chemically.  

Mr. Sliwa can cut them, it needs to be done certain times of the year so seed will not be 
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spread around.  Ms. Malanca confirmed Mr. Sliwa will follow the recommended method 

by UCONN extension, and information had been provided by Ms. Malanca, and the 

permit is good for five years, so the area can be treated at certain times.   

 

 Ms. Malanca noted Mr. Sliwa can speak with the homeowners/lake association, and they 

can come before the Commission for a workable solution.   

 

 MOTION by Mr. Telman to approve the subject activity, motion seconded by Mr. 

Kalinowski, unanimously carried. 

 

 

 b. Applicant: O&G Industries, Inc.; Kenneth Faroni 

  Location: 850 South Main Street 

  Activity: Grade and fill an existing man-made pond previously developed as a  

    settling basin for the recycling of processed waters used in the   

    former washplant operation (production of sand and gravel).  A   

    phased earth excavation and overall grading plan is proposed as part   

    of the final reclamation of the site. 

 

 Applicant Kenneth Faroni appeared before the Commission.  Mr. Faroni provided details 

of the proposed activity.   He has met with the Army Corps of Engineers to determine if 

they had jurisdiction with this pond/basin, and they concur they do not have any 

jurisdiction because it was a manmade creation in an upland area that had no inlet or 

outlet and no connection to any surface water body.  That decision also took DEEP out of 

the equation.  Mr. Faroni has met with Don Mysling of the Fisheries Division of DEEP, 

who determined there is no value to the pond for fresh water fish species. 

 

 Mr. Faroni explained the proposal to fill the basin to the water level, and create another 

basin that won’t be ponded year round.  Mr. Faroni noted areas on the site map where this 

Commission had previously approved Wetlands activity on the former Moreau 

subdivision, which property is now owned by O&G Industries, Inc.  This work will be 

accomplished in phases, constructions details were provided by Mr. Faroni.   

 

 The plan had to satisfy the City’s Engineer as far as storm water management and 

drainage to ensure none of the storm water would overtop on South Main Street.  O&G’s 

engineer, Milone and MacBroom did all the hydraulics on that plan.  There will be a net 

export of about 40,000 yards of material and that could change.  If it changes, O&G will 

come back, and it wouldn’t change the proposal for regulated activity on the basin.  

 

 Per Mr. Faroni, a revised planting plan will be submitted.  All the plantings would be in 

the area of the retention basin. Mr. Malanca verified the landscaping will be a part of 

Phase I.   

 

 Mr. Malanca noted the City Engineer is satisfied with all the changes, and all the City 

Engineer’s concerns were addressed.   

 

 The public hearing with the Planning and Zoning Commission is scheduled for June 13, 

2018. 
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 MOTION by Mr. Telman to approve the subject activity/proposal, seconded by Mr. 

Kalinowski, unanimously carried. 

  

 Mr. Faroni thanked the Commission, and let them know Ms. Malanca has done an 

excellent job with all the Inland Wetlands Agent Determinations that O&G has received 

in the past.  This is the first time Mr. Faroni has appeared before this Commission. 

 

  

5. New Business: 

  

a. Applicant: Winchester Land Trust, Jen Perga 

 Location: Saw Mill Road (Assessor Map 229 Block 001 Lot 005) 

 Activity: As-of-right use for pedestrian bridge on trail 

 

b. Applicant: Winchester Land Trust, Jen Perga 

 Location: 811 Burr Mountain Road (Assessor Map 229 Block 001 Lot 006) 

   Lake Ridge Association 

 Activity: As-of-right use for pedestrian bridge on trail  

 

Ms. Jen Perga appeared before the Commission representing the Winchester Land 

Trust and Lake Ridge Association and outlined their proposal for the above two 

applications on Saw Mill Road and 811 Burr Mountain Road (both applications were 

discussed at once) 

 

The Winchester Land Trust has purchased approximately 120 acres of land, half in 

Winsted, and half in Torrington. They are looking to create a series of loop trails on 

the property.   The land portion in Torrington will require two to three small 

footbridges to reduce erosion over a series of small intermittent streams and wetlands 

areas. 

 

Ms. Perga and the Winchester Land Trust are also working with the Lake Ridge 

Association for two footbridges on their property, so that the Winchester Land Trust 

parcel can connect to the trails on the Lake Ridge Association property on Burr 

Mountain Road.     

 

MOTION by Mr. Telman to APPROVE As-of-Right use for pedestrian bridge on trail 

for Applicant Winchester Land Trust, Jen Perga, Location: Saw Mill Road (Assessor 

Map 229 Block 001 Lot 005), As-Of-Right use per Section 4.2b of the Inland 

Wetlands Regulations, seconded by Mr. Storti, unanimously carried. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Telman to APPROVE As-Of-Right use for pedestrian bridge on 

trail for Applicant Winchester Land Trust, Jen Perga, Location: 811 Burr Mountain 

Road, (Assessor Map 229 Block 001 Lot 006), Lake Ridge Association, As-Of-Right 

use per Section 4.2b of the Inland Wetlands Regulations, seconded by Mr. Storti, 

unanimously carried. 

   

 

6. Staff Report: 
   

 No new information 
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7. Adjournment: 

 

 Motion by Mr. Storti to adjourn at 7:20 p.m., seconded by Mr. Telman, unanimously 

 carried.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________.  

Land Use Office 


