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A REGULAR MEETING of the City Council and Water Pollution Control Authority (WPCA) of the City of 
Torrington was held at the City Hall Auditorium on Monday, May 15, 2023.  Present at the City Hall 
Auditorium were Mayor Elinor Carbone, Corporation Counsel Victor Muschell, City Councilors Drake 
Waldron, Armand Maniccia, and Keri Hoehne.   Also, present at City Hall were Public Works Director Ray 
Drew, Facilities Director Jamie Sykora, City Comptroller Robin Stanziale, Treasurer Dan Farley, and WPCA 
Administrator Edward Tousey.  Joining via Zoom were City Councilors David Oliver and Anne Ruwet.  City 
Councilor Paul Cavagnero was absent.   
 
Mayor Carbone called the meeting to order at 6:47 p.m.  
 
Roll Call Vote: Fair Rent Commission Ordinance 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Ruwet, the Council voted unanimously to 
table the vote to adopt the Code of Ordinances Chapter 24, “Fair Rent Commission”.  
 
Roll Call Vote: Solid Waste 
On a motion by Councilor Ruwet, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously by roll 
call vote to adopt the proposed changes to Chapter 128 of the Code of Ordinances, “SOLID WASTE”.  
Councilor Ruwet told the Council that a lot of work had gone into changing this Ordinance and she 
reminded them that it can be modified at any time.   See addendum.  
 
Public Comment: (in-person only) 
On a motion by Councilor Waldron, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously to 
open the meeting to the public, in accordance with Section 4(e) of the City Council & WPCA Meeting 
Rules of Procedure.   
Tom Kandefer offered his thoughts on how to include the clothing bins in an Ordinance or possible 
Zoning regulation.  He also said it might be helpful to invite residents in to walk through the Ordinance.  
 
Approve Minutes.  
On a motion by Councilor Hoehne, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously to 
accept the Regular Meeting Minutes from May 1, 2023.  

 
Battery Storage Presentation 
Facilities Director Jamie Sykora introduced Dale Knapp, the Head of Development in New England for 
Walden Renewables Development Company.  Mr. Knapp detailed some of the different projects that 
have been completed on the East Coast.  They range from operational wind projects to solar projects, 
and high-voltage transmission lines.  Mr. Knapp went on to explain the Battery Storage Project that is 
being proposed to go on the landfill which is City-owned property.  There would be an interconnection at 
an existing substation on South Main Street in Torrington.  Mr. Knapp stated that over the life of the 
project, which is roughly 30 years, the City would get about $1.2 million in lease payments, plus they 
would be taxpayers of the City.  Mr. Sykora told Council that the land where the Battery Storage Project 
would go is sloped and not usable for much.  Councilor Ruwet would like to learn more about this 
project.  Councilor Hoehne asked if this project would create jobs in the City, Mr. Knapp told the Council 
it would take about 8 months for the Project to be completed, and in that time, they would need roughly 
80-100 people.  He went on to say that they would have a limited need for periodic maintenance.  
Councilor Hoehne also asked if the Company is looking at other sites in Connecticut, Mr. Knapp said there 
are 15 targeted sites that they are looking at, and hope for 10, he also said that it would be 4-5 years 
before they were fully operational in Torrington.  Public Works Director Ray Drew said this is something 
that will be brought back to the Council to have time to look over the Project and ask more questions.  He 
also said that the current area is under a lease with US Solar, the lease is coming due, and they are 
currently finalizing details to free up land for other renewable projects.  110 acres in the landfill are not 
being used.  Councilor Hoehne asked if Walden Renewables Development Company is the only Company 
that does this, and how did the City find out about it, Mr. Drew told her that the Company had reached 
out to the City, and they haven’t looked or gone out to bid for anything else for this area.  

 
NAA Public Hearing 
On a motion by Councilor Ruwet, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously to 
schedule a Public Hearing on Monday, June 5, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. regarding proposals for participation in 
the 2023 Neighborhood Assistance Act Program. 
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Sewer User Fee 
On a motion by Councilor Waldron, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the City Council herein acting as the 
Water Pollution Control Authority voted unanimously to schedule a subsequent Public Hearing, on June 
5, 2023, to set the Sewer User Fee for the period from July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2024. 

For Residential Users:        An amount not less than $346.00 and not more than  
                                             $430.00 per dwelling unit 
For All Other Users:            An amount not less than $346.00 and not more than $430.00 per 
                    65,000 gallons of volume of flow 

 
Maintenance and Repair of HVAC Equipment Extension – HVS-026-053122 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Waldron, the Council on the recommendation 
of the Facilities Manager and the Purchasing Agent, voted unanimously to extend the current bid 
contract for on-call maintenance and repair of HVAC equipment for FY 23/24 at the same prices and 
terms as the current contract, to Temp Mechanical Services, Inc. of Southington, CT, as further explained 
in the Purchasing Agent’s letter dated May 9, 2023.  

 
Miscellaneous Electrical Services and Repairs Extension – EST-014-121521 
On a motion by Councilor Hoehne, seconded by Councilor Waldron, the Council, on the recommendation 
of the Facilities Manager and the Purchasing Agent, voted unanimously to extend the current bid 
contract for electrical services and repairs for FY 23/24 at the same prices and terms as the current 
contract, to First Line Services, LLC of Cromwell, CT, as further explained in the Purchasing Agent’s letter 
dated May 9, 2023.  

 
Snowplowing Senior Center Facility Extension – PSC-016-082622 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Hoehne, the Council on the recommendation 
of the Director of Services for the Elderly, and the Purchasing Agent, voted unanimously to extend the 
current bid contract for snowplowing services for the Senior Center Facility for FY 23/24 at the same 
prices and terms as the current contract, to Roberts Property Management, LLC of Northfield, CT, as 
further explained in the Purchasing Agent’s letter dated May 9, 2023.  

 
2023 Fireworks Display 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Hoehne, the Council on the recommendation 
of the Interim Director of Recreation and the Purchasing Agent, voted unanimously to authorize the 
Mayor to award the contract for the 2023 Fireworks display to Zambelli Fireworks Manufacturing Co. of 
Warrendale, PA for $24,000, as further explained in the Purchasing Agent’s letter dated May 9, 2023.  

 
Contract for Design, Planting, and Maintenance of Downtown Garden Beds, Planters, and Trees  
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Waldron, the Council voted unanimously to 
renew the contract dated May 11, 2021, with Still River Gardens, LLC of Litchfield, CT for the Design, 
Planting, and Maintenance of Downtown Garden Beds, Planters, and Trees, based on the terms and 
conditions set forth in said contract. 

 
WPCA Payment 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Ruwet, the City Council herein acting as the 
Water Pollution Control Authority voted unanimously to approve the following payments from Fund #490 
Sanitary Sewer Capital Improvement. 

DATE        INVOICE     CONTRACTOR       AMOUNT  DESCRIPTION 

5/15/2023  #0000227910  Wright-Pierce Engineers  $5,370.91      Pre-Design Study/Report Toro Siphon 

Conservation Commission Appointment 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Waldron, the Council voted unanimously to 
appoint Erin Stelma (I) as a regular member of the Conservation Commission, filling the remainder of a 
term set to expire on September 4, 2025.  

 
Inland Wetlands Commission Appointment 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Hoehne, the Council voted unanimously to 
appoint Randall Stelma (I) as a regular member of the Inland Wetlands Commission, filling the remainder 
of a term set to expire on September 5, 2023.  
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Building Department Report 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Ruwet, the Council voted unanimously to 
accept the Building Department Report from April 2023. 

 
Lien Releases 
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Hoehne, the Council voted unanimously to 
release the liens listed in the Corporation Counsel’s memo of May 15, 2023.  

 
Tax Collector Refunds 
On a motion by Councilor Waldron, seconded by Councilor Hoehne, the Council voted unanimously to 
accept the recommendation of the Tax Collector and authorize the tax refunds indicated on the list dated 
May 15, 2023. 

 
Sewer Usage Refunds 
On a motion by Councilor Hoehne, seconded by Councilor Waldron, the Council voted unanimously to 
accept the recommendation of the Tax Collector and authorize the sewer usage refunds indicated on the 
list dated May 15, 2023.  
 
Business by Dept. Heads 
On a motion by Councilor Waldron, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously to 
consider business by Department Heads.   
Public Works Director Ray Drew gave the Council a progress report on hiring a new Recreation Director, 
the Skate Park visioning meeting, which was held last Thursday, May 11, 2023, and how they distributed 
rain barrels and composters to residents who had ordered them.   

Business by Mayor & Members 
On a motion by Councilor Waldron, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously to 
consider business by the Mayor and City Council members. 
Councilor Ruwet thanked those who came out for the Public Hearing on the Fair Rent Commission, and 
she said that the comments and suggestions will be taken into consideration.  
 
Public Comment (in-person only) 
On a motion by Councilor Hoehne, seconded by Councilor Maniccia, the Council voted unanimously to 
open the meeting to the public to comment on agenda items only.  No one wished to speak.  

Adjournment   
On a motion by Councilor Maniccia, seconded by Councilor Hoehne, the Council voted unanimously to 
adjourn at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by    ATTEST: 
Heather Abraham, Asst. City Clerk     CAROL L. ANDERSON, CITY CLERK 
        CAROL L. ANDERSON, CITY CLERK 
Addendum: 
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