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WELCOME…  

Summer is finally here, and with many of the state's Covid-19 restrictions 

being lifted, businesses are back in full swing. We are excited about what 

this summer has in store for our great city. 

 

Enjoy this summer locally and discover the many hidden gems 

Torrington has to offer. For all the latest events and ventures in 

Torrington, visit our newly designed website, www.itshappeninghere.com. 

Here, you can find the best activities for children of all ages, grab a bite at 

one of our many restaurants and enjoy a nice drink after a long day at 

work. Discover new trails and walking paths under our Take a Hike tab. It 

provides an interactive map of all the great routes surrounding 

Torrington. Use the Find a Trail tab to choose the trail that best suits you.  

 

Starting next month, we will be posting a series called Hidden Gems, 

where we will show off ideal spots to take a selfie or group photo with 

your friends and family. Also, be sure to follow our newly created 

Instagram page, @cityoftorrington, to see the latest spots and 

announcements that are going on in Torrington.  

 

This summer, let's rediscover the treasures and gems Torrington has to 

offer and enjoy your staycation with us! 

Sincerely, 

Director of Economic Development  
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A  T O R R I N G T O N  

F O O D  S T A P L E  
Vinny's Restaurant & Pizzeria has been serving 

the community of Torrington since 2009. It has 

evolved from the small store font on East Main 

Street to an enormous abandoned factory on 

East Elm Street. Vinny's is run and operated by 

two brothers, Arti and Tim Seferi, who first got 

their start from their uncle Vinny, who also 

owns a pizzeria in Naugatuck.  

 

Since bringing Vinny's to  
Torrington, Arti has sought to 
bring nothing but the best food 
for his customers. 
 

Vinny's offers an array of excellent Italian 

cuisine and a wide variety of delicious pizzas 

made in their specially designed ovens. Their 

bread is made fresh twice a day, and it makes 

the perfect pairing with all their meals.  

As business began to boom, the small 2,000 sq. ft. 

storefront was no longer cutting it out for Arti and 

his team. They needed to move and needed to 

move soon to keep up with their customers' 

demands. The choice to move into their current 

location did not take much planning from the two 

brothers. "It just happened," said Arti, "My brother 

saw the building and wanted me to go and see it. 

When I saw the outside, I was not interested, but 

when I saw the inside, I saw that it had a good 

structure." From there, the move to the new building 

took only six months to get done. In October of 

2019, they went from 12-14 people to more than 30 

people with three times the space compared to the 

original location. The extra needed space was just 

what Vinny's required to provide nothing but the 

best experience for their customers. From opening 

day in the new building, Vinny's dining room hall 

was packed almost every week. "Every night, there 

were big lines of people outside waiting to come in," 

said Arti about the positive impact the new location 

has had on their business. "I even felt like space was 

beginning to feel small." One of the perks of moving 

into a new space was the ability for Arti to create his 

ideal kitchen. The kitchen has become a popular 

point in the new building where people from all 

over come to dine and then ask Arti to take pictures 

of them in the kitchen. 

 

Through the challenges of Covid-19, Arti recognizes 

how fortunate Vinny's was to have such a supportive 

and understanding customer base. Although indoor 

seating was closed due to government regulations, 

they could continue doing take-out options. Arti 

also chose to run specials every week and cut prices 

on the menu to provide the best price during the 

tough times. He even began offering $5 pizza every 

Thursday. Vinny's pizza has not only been a staple of 

casual dining in Torrington, but it has also been 

active in their community. "We support everyone, 

anyone who comes through our doors and ask for 

support; we are there." Arti has delivered more than 

5,000 pizzas to local organizations and public 

service personnel during the pandemic's peak. "I did 

it to help, but it also created good turnout for us in 

return. I did it because I wanted to help". Arti's post 

on social media about the donations sparked the 

community to support Vinny's and show their 

support to local front-line workers by ordering more 

food. 
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The pandemic has caused many of Arti's plans for the 

new space to be on hold. By May of next year, Arti 

hopes to get the entire first floor cleaned and ready 

for people to come in and dine with new windows to 

be installed. Arti also wants to create an entrance 

from E. Elm Street that goes directly into the dining 

room. Arti also is planning on making an events hall 

that can fit about 300 people for large gatherings and 

social events. The gallery will also serve as an overflow 

room then the main dining room is packed during the 

week. Phase two of remodeling the building is to 

eventually add a gym on the second floor and open 

the space up and rent to a local business that might 

wish to set up shop in the area. "Many people have 

come to me asking me to rent the space, but I am not 

making any promised yet until the second floor is 

ready to be used.". 

Salt 2.0 is a family-friendly take-out restaurant. They 

pride themselves on offering various options, giving a 

little bit of something for everyone. Andy Stowers and 

Brook Noel are owners of the Saltwater Grille in 

Litchfield, CT, and saw the need to modify their sales 

model to keep afloat during the pandemic. “When 

the pandemic started and seating capacity came, we 

were struggling, as were most full-service restaurants. 

So, what do you do now?” They quickly made the 

change, converted their dining room, and turned it 

into a parked food 

truck with a 

different menu. 

Andy and Brook 

keep with the 

spirit of their 

restaurant, 

providing family-

friendly, 

affordable food 

but now adding 

quick service to 

the mix.  

  

 “We opened it up with just [us], 
and two of my coworkers and 
people just loved it. It just grew 
beyond what we expected, and it 
helped us survive the pandemic”.  
 

 Because of their success with Salt 2.0 in Litchfield, 

Andy thought this concept would be great to bring 

over to Torrington. Their goal with this new model is 

to provide an affordable price point the whole can 

enjoy without breaking the bank. 

 

The choice to move to Torrington was a natural 

crossover, says Brooke, as they had many customers 

from Torrington that would go to their Litchfield 

location. As they sought out different places to set up 

shop, Brook had already been a massive fan of the old 

Mertz building. So when they first arrived from 

Wisconsin, the former Backstage 

restaurant that occupied the Mertz was the 

first place they went to eat. Brook 

immediately loved the feel of the space, 

calling it a “neat space” to use. Then the 

opportunity came to use the space for Salt 

Arti and his team are excited 
for the future of Vinny's in 
Torrington. He invites you to 
come down to take a bite of 
their popular dishes. 

W E L C O M E T O T H E N E I G H B O R H O O D  
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The first week 

we had people 

that came 

three times, 

you know, that 

just loved it. And then you 

have somebody walk in 

and oh, so, and so told me 

and so-and-so, you know, 

so it was this really just 

kind of welcome  

-Brook Noel 
Owner of Salt 2.0 

2.0, and the deal came through. With their existing relationship with 

the Warner Theatre next door, Brook, and Andy formed the perfect 

partnership.  

 

They opened their doors to the public on the 26th of April, and the 

community has embraced them wholeheartedly. Brooke uses the word 

“blessed” to describe how wonderful the people of Torrington have 

been towards them and have come out in support of their business. 

Brook describes an encounter with a mother and daughter on the day 

of their grand opening; she says, “I have to tell you, we’re so glad you’re 

here. We love your food. And it’s just that reassurance that makes you 

feel okay. We are in the right place, at the right time. You know, this will 

work.”  

 

As we transition into a “new normal” after the pandemic, Andy and 

Brook will still keep the quick service model they adopted they 

implemented because of the pandemic. However, their customers 

have adapted themselves to use QR codes. A benefit both Andy and 

Brook see is the practicality of a do it your self kind of model that 

allows for their prices to be lower. “You’re getting the quick service and 

convenience of a McDonald’s, but you’re getting higher 

quality food and a nicer space to enjoy it.” 

A significant part of their business is take-out, with 80% 

of their business dealing with take-out orders, working 

closely with Grubhub and Doordash to handle their 

delivery service. However, they hope by this year to set 

up a full-service restaurant and have a more upscale 

vibe be set up in the dining room. They plan on serving 

an American fine dining experience for those who wish 

to sit down and enjoy their meal in the existing space. 

This part of the restaurant will be open only Thursday, 

Friday, and Saturday nights. Andy and Brook will 

partner with the Warner Theatre to offer paired meals 

with every show and performance being hosted on 

that specific night. If it’s country music coming to town, 

they might do a full-on barbecue price fix. If it’s Melissa 

Etheridge, it might be sliders or wings. If it’s the opera, 

it might be a lobster and steak dinner. They hope to 

provide the best experience possible for anyone who 

wishes to come.   

 

 Salt 2.0 will still offer its staple menu seven days a 

week during the lunch and dinner hours. They hope to 

become an attractive option to those coming off work 

or just a great choice the whole family can enjoy.  

 

“In our family, we have a meat-eater, a 
pescatarian, a vegetarian, and you’re 
trying to find a place where 
everybody could go and find 
something they like is impossible. So 
we wanted to create a concept that 
would make that option for people.” 
 

Andy and Brook are also beginning to do catered 

events and using their sizeable dining hall for events 

and weddings. So if you wish to make the old Mertz 

building the backdrop of your next corporate or 

private event, give them a call, and both Andy and 

Brook would be glad to speak with you to make your 

day a special one.  

 

Andy and Brook are excited for what 
the future has in store for them and 
invites you to stop by and grab one of 
their delicious burritos, salads, grain 
bowls, and wraps.  
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A  C I T A D E L  O F  

L E A R N I N G  

The Torrington Library has come out of the pandemic with 

a new perspective on providing a first-class experience to 

the community they serve. The director of the library, 

Jessica Gueniat, took advantage of the situation and 

shifted her entire operation online. Like most 

organizations, the library closed its doors temporarily on 

March 14th, “We all took on different electronic projects to 

try to keep people engaged in the community.” Jessica 

and her staff began sending out e-newsletters and daily e-

blast to get the word out that the library has gone digital. 

They were informing the public of all the resources they 

can access through their library card. 

 

” We wanted to tell people that just 
because they couldn’t physically 
come into the building, it does not 
mean that the resources were not 
available.”  

Processing online library cards was also a new feature 

that Jessica says would have never happened if it 

were not for the pandemic. The applications were 

filed online by anyone wishing to access the online 

library. Her staff at home would process the cards and 

mail them back to the person who requested them. 

The library also began to offer virtual kids 

programming throughout the pandemic. The 

children's librarians did storytime from home called 

wiggles and giggles from home through Facebook 

Live, a massive resource that families used.  

 

 Then on May 20th, the Governor allowed different 

organizations, including the library, to open up 

partially. Jessica then chose to implement curbside 

pick up for book people would request online or by 

phone. Then on June 20th, the library was allowed to 

fully open to the public. At first, some challenges and 

space had to be modified to accommodate social 

distancing protocols.  

  

 All of their study tables were down. Their computers 

weren't up and running, but at least people could 

come in, browse for books, pick things up. And then, 

as the state started to reopen little by little, the 

computers reopened, socially distanced, three out of 

the nine at first, because that's all they could allow.  

 

During the height of the pandemic, a hurricane 

passed through the city, leaving half of the people 

without power. The storm happened when people 

needed to telecommute to work or attend school 

from home, becoming a turning point for the library. 

"So that morning after the hurricane hit, we quickly 

just pulled tables, chairs, you know, power sources, 

anything we could that we felt we could fit 

responsibly distanced." They created 14 workstations 

for people to come in and safely telecommute to 

work or do any work. All of this has been made 

possible by a reasonably large grant the State of 

Connecticut gave to organizations, like the library, to 

help implement and purchase equipment that would 

help with the reopening.  "We now are going with 

what the state guidelines are recommending for 

vaccinated versus unvaccinated people. And I think 

that's going over well." 

 

 Jessica expresses how lucky they were to have an 

expanded space going into the pandemic because it 

allowed them to spread out their collections and 

adhere to social distancing guidelines.  

"If we were still in our original space, it never would 
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“We love people physically in 

our building because it's 

exciting for us and we get to 

interact with people and really 

get to know what they like and 

what they're used to. We also, 

understand that there's a 

majority of the public that may 

not be able to get here for 

some reason.  … So as long as 

people are reading and using 

services, we're thrilled across 

the board.” 

-Jessica Gueniat 
Library Director 

have happened. We would have had to be far more creative with far 

fewer services, in my opinion. And we use every available inch of space 

in this building all ready even with the expansion. So for us, it was great 

to have it." 

 

The pandemic served the library well to reevaluate most of their 

existing collections and see where the trend line is going regarding 

what the library’s patrons are using nowadays. One of the reevaluations 

was the library’s DVD collection. Much of the money used to update 

their physical DVD collection has now been transferred to a new live 

streaming platform called Canopy Video. A vast surge was also seen in 

the number of eBook downloads, causing Jessica to reevaluate specific 

book collections. “Nobody thinks of this, but our physical audiobook 

collection, lot of new cars don’t come with CD players anymore. So 

many people are like, oh my gosh, I need to stream through my 

Bluetooth device to my car?”  

 

Jessica and her team have had to ask themselves a few of the 

questions. They have had to learn to grow with the times if they wish 

not to become an obsolete resource for the community. Jessica is 

conscious that the library is shifting towards a hybrid model 

and is waiting to see what the statistics will say about people’s 

habits and use of certain mediums.  
 

 

“We’re all going to be like, okay, 

let’s forget, 2020 existed, 2021 is 

going to be a wash. And then let’s 

see what 2022 holds when we all 

get back to normal, and then we’ll 

be able to kind of gauge the 

temperature. “  
 

With the expansion, the library added a 100 seat 

community room and a 15 seat conference room 

available to rent. During strict restrictions, these 

rooms were closed but have now been reopened and 

available to rent on their website. “Before we closed, 

we were trending upwards to four or five rentals a 

week. Almost every day, the rooms were being used 

by the outside public for meetings, in addition to all 

of our programming.” Demand for the use of the 

space has increased as more people begin to venture 

outside and do more in-person gatherings. If you wish 

to rent out one of these rooms, visit their website for 

more information or click here to download their 

rental agreement form.   

 

 The library is still offering online activities for kids 

and adults; however, beginning July, the library will 

start to provide in-person outdoor programming 

through August for adults. Then in September, all 

children and teen programs will resume indoors. For 

more information on any upcoming event, visit their 

website or tap on the icon on page 9 of the 

newsletter page.  

 

Jessica invites you to come down 

and visit the library and take 

advantage of all the excellent 

resources they have to offer. If not, 

visit their website for more 

information on accessing the 

online library.  
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SU M M ER P RO GR A MS  
T A P  I C O N S  F O R  M O R E  I N F O .  
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B U S I N E S S  R E S O U R C E S  
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C O V I D - 1 9  R E S O U R C E S  

B E T S Y  P A Y N T E R  
S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  O U T R E A C H  

C O N S U L T A N T  

SBA Restaurant Revitalization Fund  

TA P  T O E M A I L  

TA P  T O C A L L  

State of CT COVID-19 Guidelines 

https://ctsbdc.uconn.edu/
https://nwctchamberofcommerce.org/?fbclid=IwAR1wTCrPtAPpNfDD7MaO8_k1ok3ZhAV3sYOusd1r66dZkZ
https://www.sba.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/restaurant-revitalization-fund?fbclid=IwAR2bGLlGSLKYaYLKeyBKQLfbgvGzhaIihICCW8p9eS7--XAOnqwMmWo4hWQ
mailto:betsy@discoverlitchfieldhills.com
tel://203-417-7676/
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/Latest-COVID-19-Guidance
https://carbonhealth.com/coronavirus/covid-19-testing-centers/Connecticut/Torrington
https://hartfordhealthcare.org/health-wellness/coronavirus
https://hartfordhealthcare.org/health-wellness/coronavirus
https://www.tahd.org/
https://carbonhealth.com/vaccine-near-me/Connecticut/Torrington
https://www.discoverlitchfieldhills.com/

