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Once a new tree is planted, the first five years are the most crucial for establishing a lifetime of health. Critical
to health and well-being for a new tree: water, mulch and pruning. Utilize the following guidelines as de-
scribed in the CT Urban Forest website http://www.cturbanforestcouncil.org/watermulch.html

Year | Mulch following planting Water as needed following planting

Year 2 Mulch in the Spring Water as needed; & Prune deadwood and begin to shape crown
Years 3-6 Mulch annually max. depth 3” Selectively prune to develop proper form

Years 6+ Mulch annually, max. depth 3” Prune for tree health, structure & form & storefront visibility
Water is essential to the survival of newly planted tree. You cannot count on the tree getting adequate moisture from
rainfall or irrigation—direct watering of the trees roots system is necessary! At the same time, overwater can be just as
harmful. SO—plan on watering once a week, particularly through the hot or dry periods and apply enough water to
keep the root ball moist—10 gallons for a 2 foot wide root ball is a good rule of thumb. Always water immediately after
planting and check newly planted trees for stress due to over— or under-watering.

Mulch is very important—it helps conserve water, keeps competing weeds at bay, protects the trunk from
equipment damage, adds nutrients to the soils and prevents soil compaction. Never mulch at a depth greater
than 3” around the tree . Keep the mulch about |-2”away from the trunk.

Pruning is required to maintain the tree in its most healthy and desirable form. Under no circumstances
should ‘topping’ of trees be done (cutting all the branches off the top of the tree). Topping only creates ugly
trees (see the picture at the left) with many more branches. These branches are more likely to break in storms
and are unhealthy for the tree. Proper pruning techniques should be followed. Good pruning information can
be found at http://lwww.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/DG0628.html As a general rule,
if you need to leave the ground to prune a tree—don’t! Hire an arborist.

Hazard Trees or Trees at Risk—managing an aging urban forest requires regular inspection of the trees
regarding their health, condition and potential risks individual trees might pose. Cause for concern include

defects in the tree—cracks, splits, or dead limbs. On private property contact a licensed arborist to assess

what should be done. On public property contact the Torrington Tree Warden at (860)-489-2234.
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The presence of a well
designed and well used
streetscape is possible in
Torrington.
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from having trees around your business district!

Studies from Washington State University, Washington DC and New York
City all indicate that a green business district does more than look pretty.

%\ In fact, trees can do many things for your bottom line as itemized below:
AN

e Shoppers have a higher rating for shopping areas with trees, particularly when large trees
form canopies over the sidewalk and street. — Trees Mean Business, International Society of
Arboriculture

e Visitors judge districts with trees as more pleasant to be in, better maintained with higher
quality products & more helpful merchants. —Trees Mean Business, International Society of Arboriculture

e Shoppers claim they are willing to travel more often, over longer distances—and once
arriving will spend more time in retail districts having trees. —Trees Mean Business, International
Society of Arboriculture

e People surveyed report they are willing to pay 9-12% more for goods and services in
business districts with large, well cared for trees. —Trees Mean Business, International Society of
Arboriculture

e Street trees are found to increase the safety of motorists and pedestrians by creating a visual
separation between street and sidewalk. This encourages speed reduction by 3-15 mph. —
Dan Burden, Urban Designer

e Businesses on tree-scaped streets show a 20% higher income stream over their ‘strip mall’
equivalents . - Dan Burden, Urban Designer

e Landscaping with healthy mature trees can increase property values an average of 10% —
Management Information Services/ICMA

e Trees can be a stimulus to economic development, attracting new businesses & tourism.
Commercial retail areas are more attractive to shoppers, apartments rent more easily, &

tenants stay longer. —The Arbor Day Foundation

e Consumers enjoy having trees in retail shopping districts! An orderly & well maintained
planting scheme of both trees and accessory vegetation produces the highest visual quality

ratings.—Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
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